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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

House Bill 1216 (2019) established the State School Safety Network consisting of the
School Safety Center at the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) and the
Regional School Safety Centers at the state’s nine educational service districts (ESDs).
Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 28A.300.645 codifies into law the data collection and
monitoring component included in the legislation, subject to appropriated funds. Due to
significant barriers related to lack of an appropriation and the COVID-19 pandemic, the
implementation of comprehensive data collection and monitoring is not expected to begin
until later in the 2021-22 school year.

INTRODUCTION

The Legislature tasked OSPI with the creation and implementation of a data collection and
monitoring to ensure compliance relating to:

e Comprehensive school safety plans (RCW 28A.320.125);

e Planning for recognition, screening, and response to emotional or behavioral
distress in students, including possible sexual abuse (RCW 28A.320.127); and

e School-based threat assessment programs (RCW 28A.320.123).

Monitoring completion of these plans is to occur at least once every five years. The
creation of the data collection and monitoring program has been delayed due to
significant barriers related to lack of funding and the COVID-19 pandemic.

RCW 28A.300.645 requires OSPI to submit a report to the Legislature by December 1, 2020
on the plans for data collection and monitoring and any implementation barriers that
could be aided through legislation. The following report outlines the implementation
issues and provides a timeline for the creation of the plan and its implementation. This
report also provides a report on initial data collected to date from the beginning of
implementation of the ESD Regional School Safety Centers, established in RCW
28A.310.510.

Plans for Implementation

Once funding was allocated through the 2020 Supplemental Operating Budget, OSPI was
able to recruit for a Business Analyst. The Business Analyst started work in January 2021,
and has begun the data collection and monitoring plan, which will be created over the next
six months (through June 2021).

The required data collection and monitoring will start in the 2021-22 school year.
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Barriers to Implementation
There have been significant barriers to the implementation of the data collection and
monitoring required by House Bill 1216 (2019). These barriers include the following:

e Funds were not appropriated for the first year of implementation.

e Upon appropriation of funds, a hiring freeze was instituted in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, hindering the ability to acquire staffing to meet the
requirements of the law.

CONCLUSION & NEXT STEPS

The intent is to create a process for data collection that ensures effective methods are
created to allow for continuous process improvement for school districts. This data will
inform how the ESD Regional School Safety Centers and the OSPI School Safety Center
deploy training and technical assistance across the state. OSPI will provide updated
information on the data collection and monitoring in the 2022 report to the Legislature
from the School Safety and Student Well-being Advisory Committee, as required by RCW
28A.300.635.
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LEGAL NOTICE

Except where otherwise noted, this work by the Office of Superintendent of Public
Instruction is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution License.

Please make sure permission has been received to use all elements of this publication (images, charts,
text, etc.) that are not created by OSPI staff, grantees, or contractors. This permission should be
displayed as an attribution statement in the manner specified by the copyright holder. It should be
made clear that the element is one of the “except where otherwise noted” exceptions to the OSPI open
license. For additional information, please visit the OSPI Interactive Copyright and Licensing Guide.

OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, race,
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual
orientation including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical
disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. Questions
and complaints of alleged discrimination should be directed to the Equity and Civil Rights Director at
360-725-6162 or P.O. Box 47200 Olympia, WA 98504-7200.

Download this material in PDF at OSPI Reports to the Legislature webpage. This material is available

in alternative format upon request. Contact the Resource Center at 888-595-3276, TTY 360-664-
3631. Please refer to this document number for quicker service: 21-0005.
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